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Abstract

By looking at how society understand death, this paper discusses the interaction between religion
and society by examining how Chinese Malaysians (Malaysian citizens of Chinese descent) exercise their
venerations toward their ancestors and deities. Religious views held by the Chinese Malaysian community
originate from its fundamental constituent, i.e., the family, and the practices that they follow were all
derived from traditional customs. Predicated upon their religious doctrine, the community regard death as
an avenue leading to the transformation of life, one in which spirits of the deceased gained the status of
family ancestors, not to mention sanctity, having been purified via funerals. When the Chinese
migrants first settled in Malaysia several generations back, they built temples and offered incense sticks
for the deceased who had contributed to society and deify them as patron deities for the communities.
This belief of immortality attainment is closely related to the social framework, so much so that it influences
how people behave in their lives. Moreover, religious concepts also evolve with the continually adapting
social consciousness. As a result, when the attainment of immortality became a new narrative within the
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community, people became inclined to treat immortality as a continuation of the mortal human life. This
view opens the possibilities for the deities to traverse into the mortal realm, which people responded
by subjectively devising various arrangements in consideration of the spirits and deity. People revolve
around the concept of venerating patron deities to carry out life in the community and to unite different
groups, tightening and maintaining the relationship between mortals, their ancestors, and the deities via
the religion, simultaneously establishing a kind of transcendental ideal.

Keywords: Attainment of immortality, religion ritual, social consciousness,Chinese Malaysians, ancestor
veneration
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