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Return to Classicism and Fluidity of Identity:
Yu Dafu’s Transboundary Turn in Nanyang
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Abstract

People and places are connected. Yu Dafu came to Southeast Asia from China and became a repre-
sentative of Chinese scholars in the south, promoting the development of Malaysian Chinese literature.
As far as Yu Dafu’s literary creation is concerned, and unlike other characterizations of the intercultural
turn of literati, his is a return to the classical, which embodies the characteristics of the fluidity of identity.
During this period, the number of vernacular novels written by Yu Dafu became lesser, while lyrical and
newspaper articles became more prevalent. In addition to factors such as his classicism training, the instru-
mental role of literature and realistic political considerations, Yu Dafu was influenced by the radically
different changes between the surroundings of his hometown and Nanyang, as well as the experiences
of relatives and friends. Yu Dafu’s emotional remnant state is consistent with the attitude of returning to
classics, which is also an important reason for this special transboundary turn.
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e

UERFTRR, #4L8KHEE.
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(FBIAR 1988: 226)

NAN19404E4 1, HBIE RN F LRI R e i/ GBURAE DL M) 3K

XY PRE IR, BEFHEF EL,
ZOFMAL, BEfFF 4,
CHBIL T 1988: 237)
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CHRIA R 1988: 232)
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W LS BIRIE TR ERARS , KRIE T R E SR RSO PR, ARIE R 1931
FEITENERGINERE, “BRMFmRZANZLY, RIEMAY, 2N FEARNICM
Be, MREFDENETHER 7 W MR ZZMiE A4 . MIER19184E
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m A m SR m DT m RS m POTRE m R TR = HSOR
= PREEHE - DEREIE w UG = BTR) w EZE e RAAE = fd
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FERAE “E” W, BRAUEK “fE” 5 27 s . HRIE AT S
P 2 ) WA 2R R M 3 e 1 R LR D, TR SR A, A SR IR KR RN, AR B AR
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