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Abstract

Many studies have explored the adaptation issues of foreign students studying abroad. However,
few researchers have addressed this issue of foreign students who share the same cultural background
with local students; i.e. Malaysian Chinese students studying in Taiwan. This study seeks to explore the
relationship between Malaysian students’ frustrations and adjustments, as well as the moderating effects
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of emotional and tangible supports in this relationship. Eighty-one overseas ethnic Chinese students from
Malaysia were studied in this research. The results reveal a significant negative relationship between
frustrations and adaptation issues for students studying abroad. In addition, emotional support
significantly moderates the relationship between frustrations and adaptation issues while no moderating
effect of tangible support was found.
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