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From His Roles as the Third Patriarch of the Fayan School of
Chan Buddhism to the Sixth Patriarch of Pure Land
Buddhism: A Study of the Transformation of the Image of
Yongming Yanshou

(SHIH Shing Chien)
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Abstract

The image of Yongming Yanshou underwent a progressive transformation from his early period
as a reclusive Chan monk to later becoming the third patriarch of the Fayan Chan lineage, and then
subsequently, through the shaping of his image by later generations, becoming the sixth patriarch of the
Pure Land school. This paper aims to study the image of Yongming Yanshou and its evolution from the
combined perspectives of intellectual and social history. The “Image of Yongming Yanshou” cited in this
paper mainly refers to his image as both the third patriarch of the Fayan lineage and the sixth patriarch of
the Pure Land school.

This paper adopts the documentary and historical research method, and through the comparisons of
thirty-seven types of biographies of Yongming Yanshou from past dynasties, specifically analyses the
characteristics of the image of Yongming Yanshou as well as the factors that influenced the evolution of
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his image. An attempt is also made to summarize the principles and patterns surrounding the shaping of
his image contained in the biographies.

Keywords: Yongming Yanshou, Fayan Third Patriarch, Pure Land Sixth Patriarch, Figure Transformation,

Amitabha Pure Land, Mind-Only Pure Land
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