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On the Two Trends of Reforming the Monarchy in Thailand
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Abstract

For decades, there have been two different trends in the reform of the Thai monarchy: “strengthening
the power of the monarchy”; and “restricting the power of the monarchy”. The former emerged in
the second half of the 19th Century when Rama V promoted reform of the monarchy. The latter began
with the constitutional revolution of 1932. The conflicts between the two trends were normalized to a
large extent. The balance of power between “strengthening” and “restricting” the monarchy depended on
the internal division within the military junta to a large degree. In 1932, due to the internal division, the
“restricting” trend became dominant. In 1957, the junta was divided again and the “strengthening” trend
became the dominant direction of the reform of the Thai monarchy. In fact, the two trends have been
waging a tit-for-tat struggle in the “post-Rama IX Era”. In the foreseeable future, if there is no internal
division within the junta, the “strengthening” trend is expected to be dominant in the reform of the
monarchy in Thailand.

Keywords: Monarchy in Thailand, Strengthening the Power of the Monarchy, Restricting the Power of
the Monarchy, Junta
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