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The Moral Holiday and Queue Symbols in the
1912 Kuala Lumpur Tauchang Riots
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Abstract

The queue (tauchang) cutting riots in Kuala Lumpur in 1912 has been buried for more than a hundred
years within local Chinese studies. The seemingly inconspicuous minor event regarding queue shaving
was a process that altered the local Chinese identity in the early 20th century. From this research, we can
peek into the lives of the Chinese lower working class living in British Malaya at the time. This paper
will also discuss the Chinese gentry merchants from different clans across dialect groups who attempted
to resolve the riots harmoniously. Moreover, how the British colonial government bureaucrats and
British residents face the riots while living in the heart of the Federated Malay States in Kuala Lumpur
with mainly Chinese inhabitants will be examined as well. More importantly, how the British imposed
law and order through the local ruling powers on these rioting Chinese residents will also be investigated.
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The new national identity does not begin with cutting off the queue for the realization of the new national
consciousness, nor was it a revolution that changed the destiny of the Chinese nation in modern times.
However, cutting off the queue was undoubtedly a sign of the changing times, which signified the end of
the old era and the beginning of the new. This was what happened in China, and the same was true of the
Chinese in British Malaya.
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