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Abstract

After Fang Xiu’s Mahua Literature Series was published, it had a far-reaching influence on the study
of Chinese literature in Malaysia. He compiled ten volumes of the pre-war Mahua New Literature Series
(1910-1945) and four volumes of Post-war Mahua New Literature Series. He wrote the history of Mahua
Literature based on the above-mentioned Mahua Literature Series. The discussion spans from 1910 to
1970. According to the work system constructed by Mahua Literature Series, Fang Xiu also established a
set of realistic literary criticism paradigm. However, Fang Xiu’s discourses on the pre-war and post-war
Mahua Literature have fractures and flaws in terms of structure and methods. This article focuses on the
following three aspects. Firstly, it starts with the publishing background and organizational system of
Fang Xiu’s Mahua Literature Series. Secondly, from the perspective of diachronic and synchronicity, it
elaborates on the construction of Fang Xiu’s pre-war Mahua Literature Series and Post-war Mahua New
Literature Series. Thirdly, it reflects on the limitations and deficiencies of the “Post-War Series”, and
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explore why Fang Xiu’s Post-war history of Mahua Literature is far less meaningful than the Pre-war
History of Mahua Literature.
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