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Handcrafts, Memory and Significance: Characteristics
and Development of Lei Cha in Malaysia
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Abstract

Lei Cha, which was brought by the Hepo Hakka immigrants, took root and germinated in Malaysia.
It blends with different elements and symbols, and blooms with new vitality. In the early days, Lei Cha
was mainly the family food of the Hepo Hakka and it was preserved in festivals and community activities,
symbolizing traditional skills and historical memory. It gradually developed into a symbol of Hakka identity
and collective memory. In this sense, Lei Cha has become an important medium for constructing and
reproducing Hakka identity and ethnic identity. The two main findings of this paper are: Firstly, Lei Cha’s
all-embracing characteristics highlights the inclusiveness of the Malaysian Chinese diet. Secondly, Lei
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Cha with the blending of historical consciousness and local innovative practice embodies Hakka spirits
and Malaysia’s multiculturalism.

Keywords: Malaysia, Lei Cha, Hakka, Hepo, Chinese food culture
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