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Forever Young: the Construction of the Traditional Poetry in
Vanguard Narrative
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Abstract

Compared with the traditional narrative mode that emphasizes causal probabilistic and probabilistic
certainty, and focuses on consistency and completeness, the movie Forever Young broke the linearity of
causality in time and space, and became inverted and disordered, as well as broke the integrity and unity
in structure, and became broken and fragmented, showing obvious experimental and pioneering nature.
The four sections of the film are relatively independent, and the causal relationship among them is not
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obvious, which requires the audience to sort them out carefully. For movies with non-linear narratives and
collage-like multi-section structures similar to Forever Young, generally they show a clear postmodern
tone, and often aim to express the accident, impermanence and absurdity of life. The meaning and main
thrust of such works tend to be deconstructed and ironic, or tend to be gloomy and pessimistic in sentiment.
As for Forever Young, although it is also relatively experimental and avant-garde in the narrative, it leads
neither to the dissolution of meanings, nor to irony, comicality, deconstruction, or pessimism, but points
to the construction of poetic and meanings, and progresses to warmth and poetry. Or to be more specific,
it leads to the main theme and involves various factors such as youth, poetry, sincerity, university spirit,
and sacrifice spirit. That is also the unique feature of Forever Young, which is avant-garde in form, but
not marginalized and non-mainstream in concept. Through the use of unconventional narrative time and
space and narrative structure, it presents the “radiant theme” and expresses the traditional poetic mood
and poetic characteristics.

Keywords: Forever Young, Complete Inverse Time Sequence, Collage, Poetic Construction
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