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Abstract

The thesis takes Ge (#k) rthyme from Duan Yucai’s seventeen-segment ancient rhymes as the origin
of research. Through the simulation of ancient tone by different experts and the fanqie (J<17]) of “Ji Yun
and “Guang Yun” of the Middle Ages, it serves as the path of phonetic separation and integration of tones.
This coupled with the cross reference of modern dialects enables the two-line comparison which depicts

tE)

the evolution of tone changes. The dialect materials are mainly Min dialect and Shanxi dialect, which are
regarded as a contrast between the northern and southern tones. It is found that the two local sounds have
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fairly similar in part of their phonetic tones, and this determines that the evolution of the pronunciation
has certain regularity.

Ge (#K) thyme belongs to the uncontroversial rhymes in the ancient tone divisions of various families,
but some scholars have combined them with Zhi (32) rhyme and classified them as one category. It is
undeniable that Ge (&) rhyme and Zhi (37) rhyme are closely related, and examples of phonetic blending
can still be found in modern dialects. Since ancient times, Ge (5k) rhyme belonged to Ge Ge Ma (G X;
J#k) rhyme, and the differentiation of sounds has become more and more complicated. The different
pronunciations of dialects are the most effective clues to explore the trajectory of tone changes. By
comparing the pronunciation of “Ye (tH), She(#%)”, the “chain shift” can be found in the tone changes of
Zhi (3Z) rhyme and Ma (J#f) rhyme. From the word group of “Ma (J#k)”, the sound change is quite
complicated, but it is consistent with the Middle Ancient rhymes. In the group of words with “Luo (%)
and Guo (1) ”, the opening and closing of the phonological rthyme of the dialects are not consistent.
Therefore, it is believed that the earliest starting point of the phonetic split is most likely the main vowel
—O0.

Keywords: Ge (#X) rthyme, Dialect layer, Tone change, Comparison method
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