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Almost Forgotten Memory

The Collection and Categorization of Guangfu Funeral Dirge
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7R
(HONG Moi Hiong)

ME

b hr BRI LA TR T e VD NSRRI 0, R R AR R R A 2 B
. IS0 AAWRPESRAL, RVEEAC SRR OGN AN KR E ARGk, RAE Nk
A, KO AL, B CHERT CBoCT TR CHRERT AT, BRI
AR AR, EETLAHAEAC, W e R RE . B IR SR O H AR AR k5T
¥, R ORI ST RFHECR . RFBAICIZICHOATE Tk, @ BCHERTAL, HIIRA
Rk, EHAEAE “I3C” Jrife VARSI B 5K ), fEEFT5m IR, 2%, U
RIEFT7 5 W5 DOE AR B R

=i

REEIE): LR, A W0, SR

Abstract

The dirge of the Guangfu Xinhui (Sanjiang) in Sarikei, Sarawak, is called “Shiwen”, and it was
brought along by the Chinese immigrants to Sarikei. There are two types of “Shiwen “, — songs
associated closely with funeral ceremonies and songs not associated with funeral ceremonies. Based
on the context, “Shiwen” can be categorised into five styles, namely sanjin, sanwen, ziyan, haohua and
guren. Each category has its own unique characteristics and can be performed in standalone mode or
along with others, hence reflecting the high flexibility and inclusiveness of “Shiwen”. “Shiwen” is an oral
literature that has been transmitted by word of mouth, and it also serves as the song book of the criers of
“kushiwen”. The criers recite the lyrics by heart retentively, though vague at times. Tremendous time and
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effort have been put into the collection of “Shiwen” by the author. On top of that, the author strives for
accuracy in transcribing and translating the “Shiwen” in order to achieve the corresponding requirements
of Guangfu dialect and Han Chinese vocabulary.
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