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“The Road to Ideal Nation ”——
Discussion on Fairy Tales and Fables published in Jiao Feng
whose Chief Editor was Fang Tian
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Abstract

After the end of WWII, Cold War began and China fell into the mire of civil war which was fought
between Kuomintang and the Chinese Communist Party. This gave birth to the third power literati. In
October 1949, People’s Republic of China was established. Groups of literati in the non-leftist literati
circle during this period were followers of the Chiang Kai-Shek regime, the third force literati and also
the liberal literati. Followers of the Chiang Kai-Shek regime retreated and based themselves in Taiwan.
The third force literati and the liberal ones flocked to Hong Kong and established many publishing houses
there. Union Publishers was one of them. Union Publishers linked up with Asian Foundation in January
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1953 and founded Jiao Feng magazine in Singapore at the end of 1955. Since the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) was behind Asian Foundation, Union Publishers was thus being tagged as “a rightist
organization with the influence of American Dollar”. Fang Tian, son of one of the Chinese Communist
Party’s founding fathers Zhang Guo Tao, was one among the many Hong Kong Union Publishers’ writers
that had migrated south. When Fang Tian was the Chief Editor for Jiao Feng magazine, he had published
many fables and fairy tales in the magazine. By exploring these literary works in the context of
sociopolitical situation in Singapore and Malaya at that time, they reveal a mixed sentiment of the Union
Publishers’ writers concerning the independent movement and overseas Chinese identity. This article,
with the study of the fables and fairy tales in Jiao Feng magazine edited by Fang Tian, intends to explore
the formation of Malayan Chinese literature and the non-leftist literati’s narrative and imagination of their
home country, which were caused by the rift between the Kuomintang and the Chinese Communist Party
in China more than half a century ago.
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