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Malaysian Chinese Postmodernist Poetry and Awareness
of Misery in the 1990s: On the Poetic Metaphor in the
Poems of Lu Yutao and Chen Dawei
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Abstract

The awareness of misery in Malaysian Chinese poetry runs through the context of Malaysian history
and reality, and appears in different poetry themes such as politics, cities, and history. In the development
of Malaysian Chinese poetry in the 1990s, the postmodernist poetry of Malaysia developed rapidly, and
the awareness of misery passed through poetic metaphors which are used to describe social and political,
historical and cultural aspects in postmodernist poetry. Political poetry uses postmodernist techniques to
convey social and political worries, such as in the poetry creations of the Malaysian Chinese poet, Lui
Yutao. On the other hand, historical poetry uses deconstruction to re-narrate history and culture through
the deformation of postmodernist techniques, such as in the poetry of Chen Dawei. In the study of Malaysian
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Chinese postmodernist poetry in the 1990s, the thought was on which ability to accumulate shared
resources and on how to convey human wisdom and human love as tokens, which in turn has profound
speculative value for exploring the current awareness of misery in Malaysian Chinese poetry.

Keywords: Malaysian Chinese postmodernist poetry, awareness of misery, Lu Yutao, Chen Dawei,
poetic metaphor
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