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Abstract

The study of the Johor Chingay Parade and its evolution requires a comprehensive approach that
involves both extensive horizontal roots seeking by new historical sources within the local context and
vertical exploration through field research in the ancestral homeland, which is Chaozhou (Teochew) in
China. This dual approach provides a clearer understanding of the Teochew origins of the Johor Chingay
Parade. By comparing local practices in Malaysia and Singapore with those in Chaozhou, China, better
understanding of how the “Ya Dua Lao Ya (Teochew Pronunciation for Chingay Parade)”, originated
from Chaozhou, took root and localized within the Malaysian Chinese communities in Johor Bahru can
be achieved. In terms of horizontal exploration, the discovery of new historical materials is crucial. This
includes an in-depth and comprehensive search of old newspaper articles on the Johor Chingay Parade,
arranging them chronologically, and systematically reviewing the reports. Such a method will offer a
more dynamic historical perspective. Additionally, by comparing and contrasting pre-war newspaper
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reports in different languages from Malaysia and Singapore, a deeper analysis of the actual historical
appearance of the Johor Chingay Parade can also be achieved.

Keywords: Johor Bahru, Johor Ancient Temple, Chingay Parade, Chinese research methods
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