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Abstract

The Mandarin Unit of Universiti Teknologi MARA has been established for 56 years by 2023. After
half a century, the Mandarin Unit of Universiti Teknologi MARA has grown from more than 200 students
at the beginning to about 17,000 students per semester. From using textbooks written by others at the
beginning, to having 7 textbooks and 7 Mandarin character exercise books compiled by itself, the journey
was never easy. This article aims to record the compilation of textbooks of the Mandarin Unit of Universiti
Teknologi MARA, and take a glimpse of the development, changes, and trends of Mandarin textbooks
over the years, so that later generations can understand the hard work of their predecessors and
have references when compiling books. The Mandarin Unit of Universiti Teknologi MARA has been
compiling its own textbooks since 1978. The development of book compilation can be divided into 5
periods: the initial stage, the formation stage, the transformation stage, the consolidation stage, and
the finalised publishing stage. The study found that the compilation of international Mandarin teaching
materials of Universiti Teknologi MARA is increasingly mature, and is constantly adjusted according to
the development of the times, the upgrading of universities, the adjustment of courses and class hours,
and the needs of students. Under the influence of the times, the content of early textbooks was diversified
and focused on business and economics, while the content of later textbooks tended to be practical and
localised; the roles of basic textbooks and special textbooks are also gradually differentiated. This also
reflects the actual use considerations of Universiti Teknologi MARA in promoting International Mandarin
at different times.

Keywords: Malaysia, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Mandarin as a second language, textbook
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