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Constructing Spaces of Power in Wu Zhao’s Divine Capital
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Abstract

Wu Zhao founded her own dynasty in Luoyang, and established this city as her Divine Capital.
This article examines the interaction between the cityscape dominantly transformed by Wu Zhao and its
acceptance, transformation, and consumption by her subjects. As the only female emperor in Chinese
history, Wu Zhao raised the level of development and solidification of the legitimacy of her ruling to a
new height and a new scale, which was explicitly expressed through her transformation of the
physical, demographic, economic and political landscape of Luoyang and its surroundings. In this
endeavour, joined her subjects, she made her grand design come to existence with necessary compromises
and adjustments. Their amalgamated urban experiences not only crystallized and settled in the soil of
Luoyang and on the pages of conventional historical works, but also circulated as narrative through various
unofficial channels, including gossip.
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I o QPR A4 il i 4 R R Vi 5 DA AR 345 [ 6T i ] 1 00 1 X ) s2 e RS 4 . A S
HR A HO DX AR 2 e, VN db. R STHER R E TR Ok .

L EIEA B ARSI DR ) A L X TR . R =2 JHR
BHX . RN KMNBER, PEEAEREER N, PR RS ERIE N B i A
XHIAO. F—RANOZLEE N2 FE B R BUNZZIRE RS BT E RASH
I, FIHKZ. WHZHEEA fEm ik R s, mER R BTN Z Bl %brfik
A=A BB RIEAZ G v DL “ARHFrak” sk Ek. X IEAAR R Rtk
Figs N AR i 2o G 28 1 18 e e O AR IR U, A7 5 1 #4006 200 11 555 DA 9 X6 4 2 44
OB . T IR e AR B ORI A, IR S B I R eI < &
TEVSBH, o FE RV BH T ZE i M

FRANOOFETLFEE . AR EFE D EZRRCE . BN . XRAN A
BEEAS R ASRL, A REA RBRESL . N T KBUREA RN O RLL, R4 %
TN OEER & M X HER M P L2, (HOLE HONBR . KA B 5 2 X 4
Fl—E A B AR AL REOE X RN R NZ X o a0 N 1 38 0™ R FE 4 it 1 4 b
XATESR. #5528 = R0, RIEKGALFTHF TIg T, MRS N IX — 4y [
HIHTH O

WARATHRREMN-EAHIHE, M. FMER TP LM RENER-.
(XIMP1975: 1225 EH1955: 1553; FERHF1960: 5820 1) “BUAFEZ AN L 4iit 5 0kik

O RN TR N BT TN DL AR EE N, BIZEAN . I R . BN TR
KMo (HFICRY “K7E “F”, ARRANTARE “K7 . “©F7 2B ELE,
(&Y “T7AE “R7, afelhTIEMI. RE (FSE) mE T Hiadm (e
) mET A, MARFFIEE NI FERIBEN DEBR (IFcE) FlirTi642
F, M ERRR (FSE) 4T TREE (1661-17224F41) FlH, HIBITARgEE WL S
&= ety « Mk, (ESE) HEEFERU “8” 5 “R” . HBGFAE MR,
ZNIAE R IEAEIRR, 1 HFSE) Rk,

KT EHESEY M IFota) BKHmEN, WS HME ( [HEESE] 07 F A2 bizow
TY » WET CETE) 7 (1989) : 82-95; FEFIY (189041 (ML) .
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N BAER A FREENZ2EORE, NHF A —+hh AT —aldt+—F.
(EH1955: 1551; LA 1960: 5810 F) BRI IR AR BH I f R N 1D B0 —+
Jis WAESANAHZ3.25% N AfEANIL—F-L AU BT A mE g iES. K2
NIERE, JHMN G SR EEE N RS, WO SCR T is BHAK 22 L N
FURBL

Z4[E3.25% N DRz e 8, SEWBLRASZ ERIE S, Bk e T e
WA & A, RS TR KBRSk, MRE. % mARyItE
Tt Bkl s E 2 e R R, (Hansen 2013: 155-163) R IKIH
8] 5% O WA A B R R I A R K e 2 b, —BRECA R4 AR AN s
AR, R A RS T AL T AR (1 5 AT DARE S AH 2N L — HE B KRB [
T

MFBILE T, SR CEIEMASRE, WRTE, S5 EEY. NETE
(581-618) WL TS BHIEBIIA A, SR CEEMA, Rk & FE N A2
FLTE, X4k HHEEITE 2% E, 197 1EE S RIBES stk a1
F AR, XA IT TRIEA N . RS IEEREN 2. GiE
BIEYIE1972: 531, 49-62)

HENEEEEHRK T S57E, INACCE UE RS A E . 5%, |
MK 2B, AP EAER . L MRERREMIAES RO, mALHE
i, RARECEEFKE, M AP AZB O, i@ X AR K=
BIXAMRE . XX T HAesy By EE, KOy RI I3 ™ B S IEE K2 i
FHZ [A) o =T Ab BT K T8 4 PR LR AR BE I, BB A T A B 05 L A E i 2, i g
BWONSER . (BRIEC1989: 355-357) N T =1 RE:, PH1T BLis i BH 2 B B R
ResERhEg, BRI G miKimaZEA e Kiz.  (XIMJ1975: 21165 EXFHAZ1975:
1365; ®552013: 70160 sCEBHUE K 2 #aEH], XOLEmHEEANT, ZBARAMER
Bl Iz S A U . [ SO & s i A IR L RGBSR K 2SR s £
HERE, Ho—AMRE R RS #E S 5 G A3 LA IE FH & B 35

RO HEEEAEEEM. 8N RERRE S T )\, HAyy
B TREGIAR ., "EBEHAF—T,

0 RTERCIREIIT, SRR NG RGN ARSI IERe) . KT8
PURE R PRI 18, B TKEEmEm e (B RSB & 3 st it B EIER) .

OBRAER LI R AU RS S B ekl A O FHFE RS R AR A . (u) 1
(1972) = 76; 2 (1972) : 49-62.
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E3: ZE19%E40 A
SRR TR A TIE1972: 1, 76,

O AR A

HEA. RIMAEFH=ZIT, ABFBELE, dMAMNER _FHMERE
2—7=Z00+1E2E, #AER. EXEH_FEANBAT,

AN TR T R EIRAE4 . i HARE B R GEFE&G], —Hp%
AR R I EA R 2> 22 AEAR B AN . (2SARET1992: 526-527; XIH1975: 1886-1887)

REEFZCHEERKIERW LKL —f, ZEREMEERTIHARERAD T, xR
AR s A RHRERIBENRE R CLEG T .. BEERICRE T, H5
WERHGZTREZA. BHICEIRE . ABED . REFP R EAEHE .
SFEHEMILE S, —HEHBANE. BN E SRR AR L IEF i, &
F N B2 A AR 5T

RO HOWA, WA F=7FrXK, (REKBE1982: 15 WHHIEMHIE
o, TEREE. XL RES/KERGTRIE, B8RS EMHETIEZERE
K, FERACNTFTERKENAR. N T#REEE, CO—FESRZCREHIBKEE
R R AR AR RO . (XIf1975: 21135 KRKPHAZ2013: 982) DL BT RERKRH T
PR EAE. FETE. By kYK, &5 02RMEZ D DR L 47 AFE%
K55 51 JI R & A A BRI WE 2 JRATTIR A X — AR BB, i B0 L4 i B0
o WEFSIER T ZH AT ANTANA A, MEREMRILE/N\1+=7
=TUUEA X —HE RSB E N E %, &R alA T RrEwEE 6
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—PHRE. XA TR REF R ERNAET 8 DL R AR ATE B K5 4
FESHEMAeE, R 7 RIRG IR T E 2RI f AR e R .

557 CE RBETHA SR e X L) 2 B3R T T HSRA I 5 1. SR,
BEAL A2 PR 2 R R B E RO Z T TE . IE &R ab G2 ST T — Fr Ak,
B R AE B R AT SEAT N BT E A A, ZMR DL CAEZEAN T WSO A . (i
1975: 2143-2144; BREHAZ1975: 5905-5906; & 55%:2013: 6667) %Ak ik bk #4511 4
WM X H BT IR L & AR WL R R b, BOREARA R BRI
XLy (BRFA2006: 275) 173X Fir ta SR 0 220 s Y AE TR 55 11320 b DLRREAY Jy rh iy, 3%
Be s — NIRRT IO TR B A E BN bR G P R . T H, e
WEHEA SR E 300 R A DL AR AR AC R EESE . (BRFA2006: 276) KEESFH
BRI SR HAT B B 54T, IR NN 5% 17132 R B ) A0 O i BB SR VAR R
A% PR30 B AT T R B ELB AN ] K, SEBR BARAERAGEHE . Kk, HIEMENEREFET
ST ST B 2RI, RYIEAEVSBH N RG>, sHE 2 ek, oAt
IR T TR G s X e SR AR T, T3 A7 o W s 1] sy o 28 2 i e v 1) B B
RAE, SENIEREHL AN “BIF1]”7 o (XIH1975: 4838; RKFH1E1975: 5906; w53
2013: 6667)

B CHERY o GIERY o (FmaEE) SkhdE, ol TR E B R EE s
B, kR E (651-697) « JAM (FEF691) 2. (XIMI1975: 4836; WKFHIZ1975:
5903-5904; ®]532013: 6673) FHERAR i n] DLH BhIRATT T Mg o iR W 64T . 45 R i
PR E B . SRR SR B A SR b, S AN 5 1 W 4 A — > o N ] 4 ) 4
e Jaok, M ARG A RN R B, FHbAEREfE 5

MEFATW=IINEREFR, REIEDLK, T45KEFHH,
(XIHY1975: 4838)

T AW A ERAR P 25 SR, RAR B IR HS BB =V B 5 LA 1 3 G b i
ERREG, RONABATTE B et s R A . REGTIIE, e A
Ab T LA A RIS . AR5 NG E — T, 0SS 5% AT [ RS @ 440 1) |
WETG.  (XIH1975: 4837; BXFHAZ1975: 5905-5906)
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1975: 4189-4190) %, KIKE K 7KK EKF AT (665-713) DL AR E A
MIERAT o AW ATTIC A SR8 R IRHRE, it . 237 7RV BH VG T A JF Ak w1 kA2
Fio (XIH1975: 4840; BKPHIZ1975: 5907; w]H)62013: 6722)

KR EHER R T REERMSAR N . EAEIT B R AR RN ST T T, X
B AR G B E AR R LS, 58 AR 4 i R R T 1 2R R A HY R
FFAR LR S . JUT AT BAE s s X T W AR LIS R R . R PE AT . BAURA N
AT IR AT IR 5 B bt PR3 PRI P s SR R R 1R, o m DA 78 43 ) SR 3 il Bk H L BA
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WHAESET, THASEEEFIT 9 EX BRSNS, EHiziEL
RBUE B, RS S B R R R . A B LR PLIE Ak, Bl 2B
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HE PR LLAL, AR AR T AN FREL, R REI T e rh e [ 2
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= RENAE

VE 1 5Lt BRI G 3 T AR AE T BAR I = 2, BARAE T 78 F X — B
TR 2 F, MRS AR 2 —M. XTSI, B8 EIrc s8R
& I SCHR R R S HAFE

CEIBILEY (T 1065-1084) it #—3 /N J\AEE KEME 4 5 R FK2E K,
(602-670) FIFLZ X1

KA A% (#ie) =: “BZ#2E, kT XRIRFRT. 7 oo L5
ALAFFRN: “ (L) iz, FHZF. ” 8. “BEWRERE%L,
WEmEk, AANCERTEY, A%E, 4FREI=1F, SEXTF, &
BFBFIGER, RRBARE, 7 LB “BMHEREZZ, b, 7 8
“RZFG, ATfeiid, THEIR, #EFLE, LASUE=ZTHF,
HACE, BILBAES, AMRk. SMEEmAZ, R EEHFEL
A&, BMTTFH, LREL, 7 L0,

(A 55%2013: 6459-6460)

K2, BATIRE 5 kil & R et GOt a8, 72 P s 28 KR e 5
LA WAL NN SRITIX IR G 7RIS R T — T ARt 51 F A B 18] A% 37k
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L) T ? REAAEE E e P ? NI SR B Sl ORI T
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&, BWAE, BREGE,
HTHET T, A 4
HAZ, WHELE, b
B, AAZOLEE. Ak, BPSR
HBET TN, BEEEK. 7K

ERFZAE (ML) =

“RE=RE, B EREAR
ART 7 KFEAFENU
WHFE, FEXXE: ‘R
FUES, kO, RHEAD
4, EEETEAR, WS A
W+, HHRT, RRFHK
TNV . 7 L “K
M, Wfl. ” EXE:

“RZPrfr, AWEHE. £
B, BRBAWE. H
fad, okl BEEEN, O
RETER. LN+, X4
HE, ZWLE, HTHETT
i, BAES. SR, B
HE4, EAF, R
RER. bHm™E, FZH
i % . BURETR 1A, B

s Em L.

K XIHT1975: 2718-2719; BRFHAZ1975: 5798; #HI%2002: 517 I
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o

MR PE X LE AT SRl 3X 37 R SR AN IR SR N DT SE S Sl s AL 4 e 1
w CIHBERY « GHRAERY « CRIBIEE) J, LIENSkRE GEER) o s =Hr1E
HSH . BRI T EERTATENUER S BEMICS. JUTATA &5 H X210
CGEESE) BN, (KFEE1975: 1542; 52301990 566; Bifi1977: 5221;
JBEE #2002 2 1260/5-29) ME—R LGN A E IR, 1200 2477 L3IE R /N
VKT P, SE. PR EARAE . TR, SIATEH OERD) .
GE%) SfLgr L Hi0, BRSOk PER 2 a5, FRATARIE BRERER T
S ? XL G O 2 KRR LREE I “RIRARAE TH AT 2 IXEEERN
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JUALfEAE . (XIH1975: 121, 4742; BRBHAZ1975: 3481; #5)2013: 6668) #RIf
WmETHRERZATH (Kag) B IA KT (S , IE (Kag) e
PfE.  CRfmMEYRER1988: ZF12M11077 F-1107+, FM1107-1110F, ZE191500
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MGG e .

SEBR b, VERIESEE CFY FFEIE—F SORMEH & AR N —F s s
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2, W TFRERAFER NI L&A AT SESCE ek, KA Sz f)LmE
WHCC T . BONEAHIE, DR R e a N ZMEIREIEHEH . RERE, XEREN
AR 2 a5, (Lewis 2009: 36, 2887EfR12) &M, BEHHA
VIEAREEIE AR stz . R EP R RN, HH A AR TR
Fhi. RELFREEN FNREENE T RICE, JFH 2 IE b g 2 i 46 8
Bl X —gmE M RAENRER T RE, JRt TR GRERY M o) .
(Twitchett 1992: 119-123) EB ML IEIRAETEIED EFHL 2 h. B 7L G 15id#k
I3 T SRR DG S A, IS PRARAE T — AR A ) K # =], N Sz b,
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NI SRS R B EN . WS LR RPN AL A RS, 1R ANE
FIAY), (DiFonzo 2007: 19) HARSEIEMR, AEEBEASHAEE. WXL
A, REENRSEEMBUDR S & LEE I EMIRBERE M. XERE2
AR T DMREEK T 2.

A=A (630-700) ZEAAFREBEEMFEHE —. WA A — 060 ikt b5 B 7E
PR RE, A —F. BN AMNARE, KARIET AR EEMI]. EFEL
TR, KATBARFAAERE . BT AR, EHERLE G, s
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(ZE¥51985: 3751
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My ah 8 AR A, XA SE A OB M R BRI, LA AR T, EE B ER
03 7). I HRG 7R B CAE s BB F A R AL e 26— IS, BE 158, AR BGE
AT AL o BT 40 [ 2 F) i i PR A 7 B3 T RS R K AR e 2, IXAMAR
SR o 2 SR I U 2R EDR R e YL, SR X iR U P e — ANEI A T
HAEEARE D2 PILER, R 2 AT RE A 2. KA TS
B2, HUCERTE XA iE 8. B, Xt RAL SSRGS — AL AEI A
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2013: 6656; XIMRL1996: 1263-1267) XUt & Afe Ao IE A vk g e, HE

2 LTI E N E 8, 155 Goodman, Good Gossip, 39-40.
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W5l &, .

MR SRR, R A R & 4 St o e ) R ot i S RS AT B AR SR )
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PRI AR Z 40T, SR RE A R /KE A — DS M, B A . REBSt.

3 Doran, Transgressive Typologies, 2016; Jia, Gender, Power, and Talent, 2018.
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