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The Formation of Belief and Rituals of
Perak Paloh Da Bo Gong Temple

(Nicholas WONG Yi Bin)
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Abstract

Chinese temples may be regarded as the earliest cultural root of the Chinese in Malaya. The migrants
in the new environment sought solace in their gods. Temples initially served as a place of worship and
also fulfill various community functions. However, these functions were gradually assumed by political
parties and various Chinese organizations and the temples became confined to playing their role merely
as places of worship.

This paper attempts to recount the multiple roles played by temples by means of a case study of
Paloh Da Bo Gong temple in Ipoh. Apart from serving as a place of worship, it also serves as a community
centre and a dispensary of the local people. The various deities worshipped and religious rituals will be
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discussed from different perspectives. It is from the various materials on the temple that a more complete
account of its roles and functions may be pieced together.

Keywords: Paloh Da Bo Gong temple, religious and community functions
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