(ORI A SRl k), 5B\ EHE I, 20194E6H: 39-52

HE5M —uhFERE CRI35KRD

Use of Black and Red in Lee Yung Ping’s
“The Raven and the Sun”

(LEI Kuo Hung)
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Abstract

Lee Yung Ping’s works are often regarded as representatives of “diasporic” Chinese narrative. The
persistent pursuit of the idea of “hometown” in his oeuvre has become a unique imprint of his novels. The
leftist and colonial views of the history of Borneo have been a primary theme of his works. “The Raven
and the Sun” portrays, from the perspective of a child, the Chinese immigrants in Malaysia who struggled
to maintain their traditional mindset and adapt to their new life in the midst of ethnic turmoil and political
conflict. Images of “black raven” and the “sun” are conspicuous throughout. The image of the “blood red”
tone is one of intense feelings of helplessness of Chinese immigrants who felt like the forgotten ones,
and at the same time reflecting the author’s continued anxiety over the idea of the “hometown” in his
later writing career.
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