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Abstract

The forming of the Youth Section (KLSCAH Youth Section) of the Kuala Lumpur and Selangor
Chinese Assembly Hall on 29 September 1985 was one of the important follow-up results from the
participation of Selangor Chinese Assembly Hall (later changed its name to “Kuala Lumpur and Selangor
Chinese Assembly Hall” or KLSCAH in 2006) in the ‘Joint Declaration of National Chinese Guide and
Associations, 1985’ ( {#£H]EF) ). The establishment of KLSCAH Youth Section is based on the
following prerequisites: Firstly, to prepare for the transition of KLSCAH to a civic organisation; Secondly,
to counter with Malay hegemonism, prepare for safeguarding ethnic interests and promoting democratic
transformation. After signing the ‘Joint Declaration of National Chinese Guide and Associations’,
KLSCAH supported the establishment of the Resource Centre for Malaysian Chinese Studies and the
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Civil Rights Commission. Furthermore, in order to call for more youth participation and youth
involvement, the KLSCAH decided to set up a Youth Section. This paper will discuss the role and
transformation of KLSCAH Youth Section from the following perspectives: Firstly, the integration of
democratic ideas and organisational practice; Secondly, the way to build up the responsibilities of civil
society and to promote the awakening of democracy of the state and society; Thirdly, the contributions
of KLSCAH Youth Section to the internal transformation of traditional Chinese organisations in meeting
with the current trend of the development of civil society. This paper begins with the historical
background of KLSCAH Youth Section, followed by the explanation on the relationship between
KLSCAH and its Youth Section. The paper also explores the constitution of the KLSCAH Youth Section
related to its formation, and finally discussion on analysis of past activities and selected cases.

Keywords: Kuala Lumpur and Selangor Chinese Assembly Hall Youth Section (KLSCAH Youth
Section), civic society, Malaysian Chinese society, traditional Chinese organisations
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