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The Study of the Malayan Communist Party and
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Abstract

The development of communism in Malaya began from 1917 to early 1920s. Malaya was the British
colony then and was influenced by communism from mainland China and Indonesia. This had caused the
communism rooted in Malaya and gradually became a left wing political force that was anti-colonialism
and anti-imperialism. In 1930, the Malayan Communist Party (MCP) was formally established. Besides
facing suppression from the British colonial authorities during the first few years after establishment,
MCP’s internal disputes also led to split among its leadership. As a result, the British agent, Wright had
successfully infiltrated and became the Secretary General of the MCP. This paper argues the two
phenomena worthy of attention and investigation which were related to the MCP leadership during the
pre-war period: (1) except for Wright, most of the former MCP leaders were overseas Chinese. This had
shown that the MCP could only play its role and influence among the overseas Chinese society in Malaya;
(2) most of the former MCP Secretary Generals or Central Committee members were also members of the
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Communist Party of China (CPC), or were connected to the CPC. This explained the intimate relationship
between the CPC and the MCP, and the extent to which the CPC affected the MCP.
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