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Abstract

The Ming Dynasty collapsed in 1644. The Manchus invaded North China and established the Qing
Dynasty. Many Han Chinese rejected Manchu rule and fled overseas. Among the places that they settled
down were Melaka and Vietnam, where they build Cheng Hoon Teng and the Ming Village respectively.
Relics of tombstones, monuments and plaques are still seen in these places today. The Ming loyalists had
engraved the term “Long Fei” on the relics found in both these localities. Hitherto, the academic commu-
nity is still at a lost to interpret the meaning of the term. The paper will attempt to unearth the meaning of
“Long Fei” by analysing and seeking evidence from historical documents and records available in China.
At the same time, by exploring the true meaning of “Long Fei”, it is hoped obtain a better understanding of
the motives and feelings of the Ming loyalists and hence to provide a plausible explanation of an episode
of history of the Chinese overseas.
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