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Abstract

A course entitled “Chinese Social and Culture” is a key subject in the Diploma in Teaching Chinese
as a Second Language (TCSL) in New Era College, Malaysia. In the teaching of this course, emphasis
is placed on the local context to highlight the distinctiveness of the contents. This study examines the
contents of this course with the aim to suggest recommendations for improvements in its curriculum. By
giving due attention to the characteristics of Malaysian Chinese society and culture, TCSL students will
be able to place what is learned in the proper perspective of the Chinese community on a worldwide basis.
Students will appreciate how Malaysian Chinese society has developed and transmitted their culture and
hence to integrate and relate their knowledge in the teaching of the Chinese language in the Malaysian
context.
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