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Abstract

Children learn their native language much more easily than other languages. It is found
that non-Chinese children find it easier to learn Chinese in kindergartens which teach the language as a
primary rather than as a second language. This is because the children blend into complete Chinese-speaking
environments where they have ample opportunities to communicate and interact in Chinese in the social
learning process.

This study examines how children from non-native Chinese kindergartens learn Chinese as a primary
language. Two factors that are critical to the success of the learning process are the environment and
teaching techniques. A Chinese-speaking environment enables the children to use the language in all
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activities, and to interact with fellow pupils and teachers during school hours. Teachers encourage and
motivate non-Chinese learners by speaking about daily activities and routines. It is pointed out that being
able to read Chinese in groups does not indicate proficiency in the language. Instead, children must be
able understand and follow instructions, to make simple requests and describe common things.

Keywords: child learning, native language, social learning, second language
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