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A Study on the Selection of Chinese Characters for Chinese
Language Class during the First Academic Session in National
Primary Schools

(LEE Ling)

mE
ARG E/NETE SR — 2 B PR G IS I —— (WU RRI) M/ NS — 2 B
Re——HHAT T X, DLBRENEES 2B R RE T E BN BN 2B T A 12.22%
AE GFEELRNTTY BIWIZOKT N, A LOS%AERN—RI AEHEFRAN, HEHHINT: 1.
WA JER S BN 13 0] 25 18 BN — 22 BUE 7RI 2 . A SRR B85 1 e 7RI
JURE M 5258 1. LR REACRIE I 7RO IR 2. @ hilE . HaRRETR; 3. A4k
JRNWEIE S 4. BN R FHIE R 5. AR 6E

KR HRANE, BB ETER. BOESHY

Abstract

The study focused on the conformance of Chinese characters for the Chinese language class during
the first academic session in national primary schools. Therefore, the Chinese characters were compared
to two references — The Graded Characters for the Application of Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other
Languages and Chinese characters for the Chinese language class during the first academic session in
Chinese national-type primary schools. The findings show that 12.22 per cent of the Chinese characters in
national primary schools are not found in The Graded Characters for the elementary level, and 1.65 per
cent are non-existent at the level of Standards 1 and 2 in Chinese national-type primary schools, which
contributes to the ratio of 7:1. The 13 characters not found in both references may be excluded from the
national primary school syllabus. The study indicates that there are several principles and considerations
in establishing the characters list for teaching materials. These include the choice of characters that are
more current in use; the pronunciation should be included in the list; considerations of local relevance,
the target groups and teaching environments; and the ease with which the characters may be combined to
form new phrases and words.
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