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Abstract

Malaysian education today has paid scant attention to the teaching of Tang poetry, whether in the
schools syllabus or among teachers and students in Chinese independent or government primary and
secondary schools. More than the shallow understanding of the value of Tang poems, it should be realized
that the teaching of Tang poetry helps to stimulate an interest in the learning of Chinese and the values that
are embedded in Chinese culture. Pinyin contains many words the pronunciations of which do not match
those of the Tang era. Hence reading Tang poems in Pinyin loses much of their phonological harmony,
cadence of melodious tone.

As the teaching of Tang poetry promotes the learning of poetry and transmitting Chinese culture, it
should not be neglected simply because it is difficult. Instead, we should use modern language learning
techniques to arouse the interests of learners to help them grasp the basic metrical and rhythmic forms of
Tang poetry so as to raise the effects of “teaching” and “learning”.

This paper examines ways to overcome problems of “teaching” and “learning” Tang poems, and
proposes teaching methods that may enhance the appreciation of Tang poetry as well as to help teachers
and students to master basic recitation skills. The proposals include ways to overcome the differences
between the Pinyin (new rhyme) and the Tangyin (Ping Shuiyun), how to stimulate an interest in learning
Tang poetry, and how to overcome traditional recitation methods to restore an interest in Tang poetry.

With the introduction of the Standard Curriculum for Primary Schools in 2011, the Ministry of
Education Malaysia and the Curriculum Development Center have introduced ten poems for recitation in
each grade. Chinese language teachers ought to seize the opportunity to master necessary skills to teach
Tang poetry and to nurture the interests of students. In this manner, students would appreciate the meaning
and value of Tang poems, to develop a love for them, and to contribute to the transmission of this excellent
form of literary art and culture.

Keywords: Chinese Pinyin, Ping Shuiyun, metrical forms, modern style poetry
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