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The Hainan Opera Troupe of Machap Baru, Melaka,
and Its Constitution
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Abstract

The female troupe of Hainan opera of Machap Baru, Melaka, was active in the 1960s. This cultural
form of Hainanese culture had spread to Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei, and Southern Thailand and had
contributed significantly to the cultural transmission of traditional Chinese art in Malaysia. This paper is
based on the oral account of a former actor and the compilation of historical documents to trace the history
of the troupe and to assess its contribution to the development of Chinese tradition drama in Malaysia.
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