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Fruits ” towards “ Self-planting of Spiritual Roots ” from
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to compare Tang Jun Yi’s “philosophy of cultural awareness” and Lim
Lian Geok’s practical experiences. As Malaya fought for independence in the 1950s, Lim advocated the
active participation of local Chinese in the process of nation building as the basis of “self-planting of
spiritual roots”. At the same time, Tang’s ideas are interpreted to differentiate between what are considered
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“constant” and “change”. By comparing the ideas of the two, one appreciates the depth of Tang’s thoughts

and the importance of the social movement advocated by Lim. It is through this comparison that Lim’s
idea of “self-planting of spiritual roots” is highlighted in the struggle for Chinese education by the local
Chinese community.
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