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The Intricacy of Yue and Poetry: Exploration of the
Jiao Miao Poems from Zhou and Han Dynasties to
Nan (Southern) Dynasty
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Abstract

In the education system of the Zhou Dynasty, the “Yue” genre of poems emphasized vocal music and
the dance props known as Gan Qi, whilst the “Shi” genre emphasized eulogization, irony and euphemis-
tic warnings. Jiao Miao Yue which underpinned the spirit of Ya Yue, though its poems left deep imprints
through the theory of “Yue”, yet the vocal music of Gan Qi was conceptually more important. However,
the loss of “Yue” and Gu Yue had brought about a change in the situation of Da Yue poems. The loss of the
guide of Da Yue during the Han dynasty had indirectly diminished the performance quality of vocal music
and Gan Qi. Hence, as “Shi” poems were still intact theoretically, they were the literary form of choice

among Confucianists. Hence literary compositions tended to favour “Shi” rather than “Yue”. By
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the Nan (Southern) Dynasty, poetry had emerged as “the heart of Yue”. With the restoration of the Yue
system during the Nan Dynasty, the requirements of poems specified the setting of models and etiquettes
as the objective of poems, and in accordance to the way of the sages, and to differentiate strictly Jiao
Miao poems and popular poems. These eventually enabled the former to flourish and to continue the

spirit and idea of the theory of Yue.
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