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Abstract

Southeast Asian Chinese flash fiction and its counterpart in mainland China have developed in tandem,
both emerging in the 1980s and flourishing significantly after the 1990s. Gradually recognized as the
fourth major category of fiction alongside novels, novellas, and short stories, it has attracted an expanding
cohort of creators. Entering the 21st century, Southeast Asian Chinese flash fiction has increasingly
resonated with the fast-paced lifestyles of globalized modernity, achieving heightened creative prosperity and
demonstrating distinct innovative directions. Thematically, it engages in profound exploration of diverse
subjects, multicultural narratives, and pressing social issues. Narratively, it adopts bold experimentation
through transmedia storytelling techniques, non-linear structures, and multi-perspective frameworks.
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Linguistically, it integrates multilingual elements and cultivates a distinctive style characterized by humor,
concision, and freshness. These innovations have enabled the genre to achieve dual breakthroughs in
content and form, revitalizing its literary dynamism. By reflecting multiculturalism and social realities,
21st-century Southeast Asian Chinese flash fiction strengthens cultural identity and ethnic pride among
overseas Chinese communities, fosters cross-cultural dialogue and integration, contributes to global cultural
diversity, elevates the global influence of overseas Chinese literature, and offers unique insights into the
evolution of world literature.
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