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Abstract

The adage “writing reflects the person” suggests that literature serves as a medium through which
an author’s inner world and convictions are revealed. When literary works are employed as a lens for
understanding the world, the works of seminal figures in Malaysia’s Chinese education movement offer
valuable insights into their ideological orientations and personal aspirations. Whether within the domain
of Malaysian Chinese modern literature or Malaysian Chinese classic-style poetry, the writings of early
Jiao Zong leaders such as Lim Lian Geok, Huang Yun Yo, and Sim Mow Yu present rich textual evidence
for analyzing the complex emotional and intellectual responses of Chinese education advocates amid
historical and sociopolitical challenges. These literary expressions illuminate not only the perseverance,
anguish, and resistance characterizing their struggle but also articulate a deeply held philosophy of educa-
tion and the pedagogical fulfillment they derived from their vocation.
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R S e TR A SR IR T A T R RITINEE, RS DU i s A A BT . 1953
FEARLE — W) L [F %35 NS INBUR EIMOPIh 255, SRR . IRE, s
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BIR G, AR EL”  (FEEE 1998a: 122) o W4 M, ASXE 205 P B E Ak
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