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TheHistory of Early Hakka Migration in Sabah
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Abstract

This paper deals with the organized and direct migration of the Hakka and their settlement history in early
Sabah. The push and pull factors in relation to Hakka migration are analysed. Many Hakka communities had the
collectivewill to emigrate, and the roles played by the Basel Missionary Society and British North Borneo Chartered
Company were the key to the success of numerous early Hakkaimmigrantsin settling down in Sabah.

From the 1860s, the Basel Missionary Society helped groups of Hakka refugees and those who had congregated
inits missionary stations to migrate overseas. When the British North Borneo Chartered Company secured a charter
to rule North Borneo in 1881, it initiated a recruitment drive to attract Chinese settlers to provide the labour for
development. It isthe work of the two partiesthat led the Hakka community to settle in Sabah in an organized basis.

Keywor ds: Hakka Christian immigrants, Basel Missionary Society, British North Borneo Chartered Company,
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
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F=E 1921 1931 1951 1960
BR 18,153 27,424 44,505 57,338
JU7R 12,268 12,831 11,833 15,251
A gt 4,022 4,634 7,336 11,924
T 2,480 2,511 3,948 5,991
Vi) 1,294 1,589 3571 5,270
HAhAEN 1,039 1,067 3,181 8,768
Mt 39,256 50,056 74,374 104,542
ﬁiﬁf?km 46.2 54.8 60.0 54.8
WEEAD 257,344 270,223 334,141 454,421
ﬁ?ﬁifu 71 10.1 13.3 12.6

#RSkE : North Borneo Census Reports.
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