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On the Literature Education and Curriculum of Chinese
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Abstract

In response to the contemporary world education trend, the Ministry of Education Malaysia
has incorporated the core competencies/ core literacy into curriculum reform in various subjects,
including the language subjects. In the case of Chinese secondary school, although the current new curriculum
standards KSSM have been implemented for ten years, they are still some teachers having difficulties
in adapting to the literature based of literacy education concept and teaching objectives, which being
highlighted in the new Chinese textbooks. In fact, literature and Chinese language education are closely
related. Literary works have long been generally recognized as effective teaching materials for Chinese
language education. However, due to the dual attributes of literature (instrumentality and humanity) in
the field of language education, the focus of teaching and learning outcomes are often in an unbalanced
status. Considering that teachers play a critical role in the field of education, their understanding of the
current educational concepts will affect actual teaching activities and outcomes. Therefore, it is very
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important for teachers to understand the so-called “literature education” with an objective and
rational approach.

Keywords: Literature Education, Chinese Textbook of Secondary School, Curriculum of Chinese Subject,
Malaysian Chinese Education
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