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Abstract

The two major areas of research of Hsu Yun-Tsiao are in the historical studies of Malaya and of
Siam. Malaya was where he finally put down roots and Siam was his earliest place of residence after
leaving China. His familiarity with both these countries and the mastery of their languages were stood
him in good stead in his subsequent research.

In the area of Malaya studies, the most noticeable feature of his Hsu’s research was the attempt to
write the history of Malaya, especially of the ancient period. He succeeded in producing an outline of
the ancient history of Malaya and at the same time felt a need in translating selected historical materials.
His work on Siam studies may be grouped under three categories, namely, transport and communications
between Sian and China and with Japan, the ancient history of Siam, and studies on Patani history. His
major contribution to Siamese historical studies was in integrating the historical materials relating to
China and Siam, as well as in the translation of selected Siamese historical materials into Chinese.
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