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Abstract

The Eng Choon Yong Bee Tay Lineage is the group descendants of Zheng Xian Nu (81l 4¥) and
its present 21st generation has its roots traced back to the Jin Tai era of the Ming Dynasty.

When the Opium War led to the disruption of public order in China, and, the British Colonial
Master in Malaya required a large pool of labour for their rubber plantations and tin mines, there was an
exodus of the Lineage’s population along the coastline of Fujian and Guangdong to Malaya (now called
Malaysia). This exodus which began in 1862 continued until the Communist Party came into power in
Mainland China in 1949. Most of the Lineage who settled in areas around Muar in the Malayan state
Johor became rubber tappers, small plantation owners and rubber film collectors. While some were
forced to return to mainland China for political reasons, those who remained assimilated into the local
community and dedicated themselves to its development. This was evident with members being at the
frontline of the anti-Japanese movement and the funding of Chinese primary schools.
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