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Between Agency and Autonomy: A Self-Narrative of a
Chinese Independent School Teacher’s Professional
Development
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Abstract: This study employs narrative inquiry to explore the life journey of
a Malaysia Chinese Independent School teacher, focusing on her professional growth
and identity transformation. Through the narration and reconstruction of her personal
teaching experiences, the research seeks to reveal the tensions, persistence, and
reflections that emerge between ideals and realities at different stages of her career.
These experiences collectively shape her understanding of education and sense

of mission, illustrating the process through which she evolves from a passive practi-
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tioner to an active learner and self-renewing educational agent. Through the teacher’s
narrative, this study not only uncovers the agentive expressions of Chinese Independent
School teachers within institutional and cultural constraints but also offers valuable
insights and reflective pathways for teacher education in Malaysia.

Keywords: Chinese Independent High School Teacher, Teacher Professional

Development, Teacher Agency, Teacher Autonomy, Narrative Study
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L AR RS TR A AERIEE ) (Bandura, 1997) . FriEReshtE,
SR ) SR R AEAT S AR I N AR (Giddens, 1979) , Rogerst5 Wetzel
(2013) D3 B Besh M 2 AE 32 Bttt o sofesem 2~ A FrRe it A H 1
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R Priestley et el. (2015) , REBNEWZIN 2 —HMHEi (variable)
7HE (capacity) , BUIL%/173) (phenomenon/doing) . fEZ&ANFIFISH)
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