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Thoughts on the Development of Chinese Language Teaching
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Abstract: This paper explores the current status and future of Chinese language teaching
in Southeast Asia focusing primarily on the development in Malaysia: 1. teaching Chinese
language as mother tongue and first language has developed to nearly complete system; 2.
teaching Chinese as second language is still at an early stage but the development is rapid,
3. intersection of teaching Chinese as first and second language in an inclusive setting. Under
the current state of teaching in Malaysia, the following challenges were analyzed: 1. language
policy and top-level design; 2. the shortage of Chinese language teaching resources and market
supply; 3. the lack of professional development and training for teachers. Lastly, some constructive
strategies were suggested to address those issues: 1. more detail on top-level design; 2.
developing and integrating the Chinese language teaching resources; 3. promoting the teaching
of Chinese language as a second language by encouraging the use of Chinese language as the
first language; 4. strengthening the use of Chinese as a second language in professional settings.
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