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Abstract: Since 2001, The Curriculum Development Center, Malaysia, has launched its
programme “Standard Curriculum for Chinese Primary School”. Among one of its topic that
every primary Chinese school pupils from each level has to learn is to recite 10 classical poems
and ci that were widely recited from the past Dynasties, to enable them to have intimate
understanding the beauty of poetic verses as well as the poets’ expression and wisdom. Besides,
it also aims to help the pupils to master the skill of reciting the rhythm of the classical poetry and
ci as well as to enhance pupils’ interest in learning the Chinese Language. In order to upgrade
the quality of teaching and learning effect, this paper mainly discuss on some basic theories on
ancient poetry teaching and the effect of practice for teachers who teach the relevant subject. The
scope of the paper cover the curriculum that includes the various rhythmic pattern of classical
poetry and ci, the rules of the tonal rhyme scheme and their rhymes, the cognitive understanding
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on their similarities and differences between ancient and present phonetic, the vital factors for
appreciating poetry recitation, as well as the correct effective skill on reciting classical poetry
and ci. Teachers who are enthusiastic in teaching the Chinese language should grab this golden
opportunity and make great effort to master the skill of teaching classical poetry and ci, to guide
our primary school pupils to appreciate the refined, elegant and meaningful implications of those
sentences contain in each poem or ci. This will help to instil pupils’ noble character,
accomplishment and ideal, enable them to appreciate the beauty and values of classical poetry
and ci, to train them the correct skill of reciting, enhance and sustain their interest in reciting
classical poetry and ci, thus achieve the aim to propagate, impart and develop the splendid
Chinese literally culture of classical poetry and ci.

Keywords: Classical poetry and ci, vital factors for appreciative recitation, tonal rhyme

scheme, rhyme, rhythm
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