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The Predicate-Object Structure Used in Malaysia :
A Study of the Influence of Dialects in Malaysian Chinese
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Abstract: It is believed that there are similarities and differences between Putonghua and
the spoken Chinese in Malaysia. The differences between the two are mainly reflected in the use
of phonetics and vocabulary. Generally, the structures of sentence used by Malaysian in their
spoken Chinese are heavily influenced by the local dialects. Thus, the present study investigated
the word order of Malaysian spoken Chinese particularly in the use of predicate-object structure
from the perspective of dialectology.
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