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Abstract: In the implementation of the primary school standard curriculum (KSSR) in
Malaysia, the ability to guide pupils to read, to understand long complicated texts and limited
classroom time are the problems faced by teachers in teaching Chinese to upper primary pupils.
This study utilised quasi-experimental methods to explore the use of mind maps in improving the
effectiveness of Chinese reading comprehension skills of Year 4 primary school pupils. Simulta-
neously, this study also compared the effects of teaching and learning with the use of mind maps
to traditional teaching methods on pupils’ reading comprehension. The subjects of this study
were sixty-two Year 4 pupils sourced from two classes in a primary school in Kuala Lumpur.
The study lasted for twelve weeks. The experimental group taught with mind mapping, while
the controlled group taught by using traditional teaching methods. Results showed that mind
mapping helps pupils in mastering and understanding the content of the text. As compared to
traditional teaching methods in reading, the use of mind maps showed higher effectiveness in
reinforcing pupils’ reading comprehension.
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