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On the Topic-comment Syntax Analysis Theory’s Application in the
Field of Teaching Chinese as a Second Language
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Abstract: Compared with traditional discourse analysis, discourse analysis based
on Chinese semantic-syntactic categories and expression function categories of topic-comment
structure can not only reveal sentence information organization, but also discover sentence
semantic structure and expressive function in depth. Topic-comment Syntax Analysis Theory
focus on “topic-comment structure”(T-C structure) and “subject-predicate structure” (S-P
structure) in discourse sentences and sentence chains. This theory can be applied in to the field
of Teaching Chinese as a Second Language very well. It provides acceptable explanations for
multi-type of T-P structure, helping learners to handle Chinese sentences; and it extends new
strategies for learners to sort sentences; it can be used to promote fineness of lexical teaching.
What’s more, with the vision of Topic-comment Syntax Analysis Theory, learners can interconnect
lexical level with syntax level and pragmatics level, get through sentence chains and text. This
will eventually enhance their writing skill. In addition, Such a new theory will also benefit the
measurement of sentence complexity.
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